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11.36.010

A. For the purpose of this chapter, the words and phrases set forth are defined and
shall be construed as hereinafter set out, unless it is apparent from the context that

Part 1
GENERAL PROVISIONS
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Definitions generally.

any such word or phrase has a different meaning.

B. Whenever any word or phrase used in this chapter is not defined herein but is
defined in state law or regulation or in another section of the Los Angeles County
Code, the definition set forth in such state law or regulation or other section of the
Los Angeles County Code is incorporated in this chapter as though set forth herein
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in full, and shall apply to such word and phrase used but not defined herein. (Ord.
99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.020 Approved.

"Approved" means meeting the minimum standards set forth and declared acceptable
by the county health officer, the department, the State Department of Health Services or
the United States Food and Drug Administration. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.030 Blood borne pathogen.

"Blood borne pathogen" means any microorganisms that are present in human blood
and that can cause disease in humans. Such pathogens include, but are not limited to,
hepatitis B virus (HBV), hepatitis C virus (HBC) and human immunodeficiency virus
(HIV). (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.040 Blood borne pathogen standards.

"Blood borne pathogen standards” means any recognized law, ordinance, regulation or
standard containing requirements or recommendations, which has been adopted by the
department and is applicable to the control of blood borne pathogens in the conduct of

any activities regulated by this chapter. (Ord. 99-0039 8§ 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.050 Body art.

"Body art" means to adorn the body through the permanent application of a tattoo or
insertion of an object, such as jewelry, into a hole for display purposes. Body art is the
collective term for any single activity or combination of activities defined herein and in
Sections 22.08.200, 22.08.020 and 22.08.160, respectively, as tattooing, body piercing
or permanent cosmetics. It shall not include activities such as, or similar to, cutting of
the skin or subcutaneous tissue, cutting or modification of cartilage or bone,
implantation, branding, deep tissue penetration, threading, stapling or any other
invasive procedure, whether or not such act would constitute the practice of medicine
requiring licensure as a physician. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.060 Body art activity.

"Body art activity" means any temporary or permanent application, process of
application, sterilization, sanitization, cleaning, preparation, implementation or other
procedure, utilized in the conduct of body art or any associated activity, which is
necessary to the conduct of body art, as defined in this chapter. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14
(part), 1999.)

11.36.070 Body art establishment.

"Body art establishment” means any temporary or permanent premises, business,
location, facility, room, mobile facility, or any portion thereof, used or operated as a body
piercing parlor as defined in Section 22.08.020, as a permanent cosmetics parlor as
defined in Section 22.08.160, or as a tattoo parlor as defined in Section 22.08.200.

(Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)



11.36.080 Body art technician.

"Body art technician” means a person that has completed an approved blood borne
pathogen training course and is registered with the department to conduct body art
activity, in a permitted body art establishment. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.090 Body art technician independent operator.

"Body art technician independent operator" means a body art technician conducting
body art activity at a permitted body art establishment, but who is not an employee of
the owner of the body art establishment. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.100 Body art temporary event.

"Body art temporary event" means an event, conference or meeting to demonstrate
products, or provide a venue for an industry trade show or to educate body art
technicians, where a body art technician conducts body art activity. A body art
temporary event shall not exceed 30 consecutive days in a 90 day period at a location.
(Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.110 Body piercing.

"Body piercing" means the creation of an opening in the human body for purpose of
inserting jewelry or other decorations. This includes, but is not limited to, creating such
an opening in the ear, lip, tongue, nose, eyebrow or navel for the purpose of inserting
jewelry or other decorations. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.120 Client.

"Client" means any person who meets all legal requirements set forth in this chapter
and has given informed consent to have body art activity performed upon his or her
person. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.130 Consent form.

"Consent form" means a document provided by the body art establishment or body art
technician independent operator to each person requesting that any body art activity be
performed upon his or her person. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.140 Contaminated.

"Contaminated" means the presence or the reasonably anticipated presence of blood or
other potentially infectious materials on a substance or in or on an item. (Ord. 99-0039 §
14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.150 Contaminated waste.

"Contaminated waste" means any contaminated substance, including but not limited to
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any liquid or semi-liquid blood or body fluid or any material that would release potentially
infectious material in a liquid or semi-liquid state if compressed, or any contaminated
sharps, or any items that are caked with dried blood or other potentially infectious
material and are capable of releasing these materials during handling. (Ord. 99-0039 §
14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.160 County.
"County" means the County of Los Angeles. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)
11.36.170 Department.

"Department” means the Los Angeles County department of health services. (Ord.
99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.180 Departmental regulations.

"Departmental regulations” means the regulations pertaining to body art activity and
establishments promulgated by the department as currently written or as may from time
to time be amended. When adopted by the department, these regulations are
incorporated in and become part of this chapter. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.190 Existing owner.

"Existing owner" means an owner of a body art establishment operating on the effective
date of the ordinance codified in this chapter. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.200 Exposure control plan.

"Exposure control plan" means a written plan that meets all requirements of Title 8
California Code of Regulations 88 3203 and 5193, to minimize clients' and employees'
risk of exposure to blood or potentially infectious material. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part),
1999.)

11.36.210 Exposure incident.

"Exposure incident" means a person's eye, mouth, other mucous membrane, non-intact
skin or blood coming in contact with potentially infectious material as a result of body art
activity. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.220 Instrument.

"Instrument” means approved equipment, devices, and components utilized to conduct
body art activity, including but not limited to needles, needle bars, needle tubes,
forceps, hemostats, tweezers, or other items used to insert pigment or dye, or to pierce,
puncture or be inserted into any part of the human body, or to assist in such acts, for the
intended purpose of making a tattoo or permanent hole. Such items also include studs,
hoops, rings, or other decorative jewelry, materials or apparatuses. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14
(part), 1999.)



11.36.230 Manager.

"Manager" means the owner or other person designated by the owner to be the owner's
on-site representative in a body art establishment, who shall meet the criteria and
comply with the provisions set forth in Section 11.36.440. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part),
1999.)

11.36.240 Mobile body art establishment.

"Mobile body art establishment” means a vehicle, conveyance or other mobile platform
approved for use by the department as a body art establishment. (Ord. 99- 0039 § 14
(part), 1999.)

11.36.250 Owner.

"Owner" or "operator" means the person, persons or legal entity having legal ownership
of a business operating as a body art establishment. Any reference in this chapter to
"owning" means having existing owner status. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.260 Permanent cosmetics.

"Permanent cosmetics" means any application of pigment to or under the skin of a
person for the purpose of permanently or semi-permanently changing the color or
appearance of the skin. This includes, but is not limited to, permanent or
semi-permanent eyeliner, eye shadow, or lip color. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.270 Permanent hole.

"Permanent hole" means a hole produced by piercing or puncturing any part of the body
with instruments intended to leave an opening in body tissue in which a device or
apparatus may be inserted. Permanent hole includes any body part newly pierced or
punctured which is undergoing a healing process, and any piercing or puncture whether
or not removal of the device or apparatus from the perforation would result in fusing of
the tissue structures. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.280 Potentially infectious material.

"Potentially infectious material" means human body fluids, including but not limited to,
semen, vaginal secretions, cerebrospinal fluid, synovial fluid, pleural fluid, pericardial
fluid, peritoneal fluid, amniotic fluid, and any other body fluid that is visibly contaminated
with blood such as saliva or vomitus, and all body fluids in situations where it is difficult
or impossible to differentiate between body fluids. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.290 Registration.

"Registration” means the process as set forth in Section 11.36.320 whereby persons
wishing to be body art technicians file a completed registration form with the department
as a prerequisite to conducting body art activities in any jurisdiction wherein this chapter
is in force. Registration by the department shall not mean the registered body art
technician has demonstrated to the department's satisfaction that the bearer has a level
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of competency sufficient to practice in this field. Registration shall remain valid for no
more than three years. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.300 Tattoo.

"Tattoo" means to insert pigment, ink or dye under the surface of the skin of a person by
pricking with a needle or otherwise, to permanently change the color or appearance of
the skin or to produce an indelible mark or figure visible through the skin. (Ord. 99-0039
§ 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.310 Temporary body art establishment.

"Temporary body art establishment” means a location that is approved by the
department as a body art establishment in conjunction with a temporary body art event.
The temporary body art event shall be held for no more than 30 consecutive days in a
90 day period at a location. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)



Article 2
GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

11.36.320 Registration.
11.36.330 Permits.

11.36.320 Registration.

A.

Every person conducting body art activity as defined in this chapter, or desiring to
conduct such activity, on or after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this
chapter, shall file with the department a completed registration form, accompanied
by the applicable fee as set by law.

No person may be registered unless he or she is at least 18 years of age.

Every person registering with the department to conduct body art activities must
comply with the provisions for registration established through departmental
regulations.

Failure to provide all information required by departmental regulations or
submission of false or misleading information shall make the registration invalid.

The registrant shall be deemed registered with the department as a body art
technician upon provision of a certificate of registration to the registrant by the
department. Until such time as a certificate of registration is issued, the person is
not authorized to conduct body art activity.

Any registration issued by the department certifying that a person is registered with
the department as a body art technician is nontransferable and is valid only for the
person to whom it is issued.

Registration shall be valid for three years from date of issuance unless made invalid
earlier due to the registrant's failure to comply with departmental regulations. Upon
expiration, any person desiring to continue to conduct body art activity must renew
his or her registration and provide all required documentation, as specified in this
section. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.330 Permits.

A.

Every person owning a body art establishment shall, within six months of the
effective date of the ordinance codified in this chapter, obtain a public health facility
permit pursuant to the provisions of Article 3 of this chapter.

Every person conducting body art activity shall, within six months of the effective
date of this chapter, obtain a public health operator permit pursuant to the
provisions of Article 3 of this chapter. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)



Article 3
PLAN REVIEW - PERMIT - REGISTRATION

11.36.340 Plan review.
11.36.350 Public health facility permit.

11.36.360 Public health operator permit.

11.36.370 Posting requirements.

11.36.380 Permit and registration - Reporting requirements.
11.36.390 Permit - Suspension and revocation and fines.

11.36.340 Plan review.

A.

No later than 60 days after the effective date of the ordinance codified in this
chapter, an existing owner must submit to the department three sets of complete
legible plans of his or her body art establishment, drawn to scale, which shall
include all specifications required under this chapter. The department will review the
plans and approve or reject them within a reasonable time of submission. Nothing in
this section shall require that plans or specifications be prepared by anyone other
than the applicant.

A person proposing to build or remodel a body art establishment or modify any
vehicle or conveyance to be a mobile body art establishment, shall submit to the
department complete legible plans, drawn to scale, which shall include all
specifications required under this chapter. The department will review the plans and
approve or reject them within a reasonable time after submission. No jurisdiction in
which this ordinance is effective shall issue a building or other permit to build a body
art establishment or a mobile body art establishment or to remodel an existing body
art establishment, mobile body art establishment or temporary body art
establishment until it has received verification the department has completed such a
plan review and given its approval. Nothing in this section shall require that plans or
specifications be prepared by anyone other than the applicant. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14
(part), 1999.)

11.36.350 Public health facility permit.

A.

Each person owning a body art establishment shall obtain a public health facility
permit by meeting the requirements enumerated in departmental regulations.

Upon review and verification that the owner has met the requirements enumerated
in departmental regulations, the department shall issue a public health facility permit
to the owner.

No person may conduct any body art activity in a body art establishment unless that
facility has a valid public health facility permit issued by the department. However,
an existing owner must obtain such a valid public health facility permit within six
months of the effective date of this chapter.

D. The department may at any time suspend or revoke the public health facility permit

8-



to operate as a body art establishment for failure to comply with any provision of
this chapter.

If a public health facility permit has been suspended or revoked by the department
pursuant to this chapter, the permit may be reinstated by the department provided
the department is satisfied that the cause for the suspension or revocation no
longer exists and the condition of the body art establishment now meets the
requirements for issuance of such public health facility permit pursuant to this
chapter. The department may require the owner of such a body art establishment to
make any changes necessary to comply with this chapter, satisfy any fines imposed
pursuant to this chapter and to submit plans and specifications reflecting any
required changes, as a condition of reinstating the public health facility permit.

Any public health facility permit issued by the department to the owner of a body art
establishment is nontransferable. The public health facility permit shall be valid for
the approved facility only, and for the time period indicated, unless suspended or
revoked. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.360 Public health operator permit.

A.

In addition to registering as set forth in Section 11.36.320, persons operating as a
body art technician or a body art technician independent operator, or intending to
do so, shall obtain a public health operator permit by filing a completed application
form with the department and paying the required fee, and providing proof of
registration as a body art technician with the department.

1. During the year immediately following the effective date of this chapter, public
health operator permits may be issued on a conditional basis. A person issued
a conditional permit shall have up to six months from his or her date of
application to provide the department with proof of successful completion of a
blood borne pathogen training course that has been approved by the
department. Failure to provide such proof within the prescribed time shall
cause the person's conditional public health operator permit to be canceled
forthwith.

2. Atall times after one year following the effective date of this chapter, each
applicant must also provide the department with proof of successful
completion of a blood borne pathogen training course that has been approved
by the department.

Upon successful completion of the application process described in subsection A of
this section, the department shall issue a public health operator permit to the
applicant.

No person may conduct any body art activity in any jurisdiction adopting this
chapter unless that person has a valid public health operator permit issued by the
department.

The department may at any time suspend or revoke the public health operator
permit for failure to comply with any provision of this chapter.



If a public health operator permit has been suspended or revoked by the
department pursuant to this chapter, the permit may be reinstated by the
department provided the department is satisfied that the cause for the suspension
or revocation no longer exist and that the body art technician has met the
requirements for issuance of such public health operator permit pursuant to this
chapter. The department may require the body art technician to take any steps
necessary to comply with this chapter, and satisfy any fines imposed pursuant to
this chapter as a condition of reinstating the public health operator permit.

Any public health operator permit issued by the department to a body art technician
is nontransferable. The public health operator permit shall be valid for the approved
body art technician only, and for the time period indicated, unless earlier suspended
or revoked. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.370 Posting requirements.

A.

The public health facility permit issued to the owner of any facility operating as a
body art establishment must be posted and exhibited at all times in an area that is
visible to the public and clients of said establishment.

The public health operator permit issued to a body art technician must be posted
and exhibited at all times in an area that is visible to the public and clients of any
body art establishment in which the body art technician is conducting body art
activity.

Every person registered with the department as a body art technician shall at all
times prominently post the certificate of registration adjacent to his or her
workstation in an area that is readily visible to clients from that location.

Every establishment permitted to conduct body art activity pursuant to this chapter
shall have posted at all times a legible sign at least one inch in lettering, that
provides the following information so as to be clearly visible to patrons entering the
establishment:

Any public health concerns regarding this establishment should be directed to
the Los Angeles County Department of Health Services Office: (the program
office address and telephone number to be provided by the county health
officer).

Every establishment permitted to conduct body art activity pursuant to this chapter
shall have posted at all times a legible sign in at least one inch lettering that
provides the name of each body art technician conducting body art activities within
the establishment in an area that is easily visible to the clients of said
establishment.

Every establishment permitted to conduct body art activity pursuant to this chapter
shall have posted at all times a legible sign in at least one inch lettering in each
restroom directing attention to the need for persons using the toilet to thoroughly
wash their hands after such use.
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G. Every establishment permitted to conduct body art activity pursuant to this chapter

shall have posted at all times a legible sign in at least two inch lettering at all
workstations and cleaning rooms or areas, indicating that smoking is prohibited.
(Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.380 Permit and registration - Reporting requirements.

Every person having a public health permit or registration with the department under the
provisions of this chapter shall report to the department any changes in status to the
business or activities made reportable by departmental regulations within 15 days of the
change. (Ord. 99-0039 § 14 (part), 1999.)

11.36.390 Permit - Suspension and revocation and fines.

A.

Any permit issued pursuant to this chapter may be suspended or revoked by the
department and fines consistent with the provisions of this chapter may be imposed
by the department for a violation of this chapter or any other violation of law or
standard creating a risk to public health and safety, including any violation of the
Los Angeles County Code, the California Health and Safety Code, the blood borne
pathogen standard, or the exposure control plan of the body art establishment at
which body art activity is conducted, or any combination of such violations.

Whenever the department finds that a body art technician is not in compliance with
the requirements of this chapter, or any law or standard affecting public safety,
including but not limited to the Los Angeles County Code, the California Health and
Safety Code, blood borne pathogen standard, or the exposure control plan of the
establishment at which body art activity is conducted, or any combination thereof, a
written notice to comply shall be issued to the body art technician. The notice to
comply shall include a statement of the deficiencies found, set forth the corrective
measures necessary for the body art technician to be in compliance with this
chapter, provide a compliance date by which such corrective measures must be
completed and inform the body art technician that failure to comply within the
prescribed time may result in the imposition of any penalty provided for in this
chapter, including suspension and/or revocation of any and all permits or
registrations. The notice to comply shall also advise the body art technician of his or
her right to an administrative review under the provisions of this chapter.

Whenever the department finds that an owner is not in compliance with the
requirements of this chapter, or any law or standard affecting public safety,
including but not limited to the Los Angeles County Code, the California Health and
Safety Code, the blood borne pathogen standard, or the exposure control plan of
the establishment at which body art activity is conducted, or any combination
thereof, a written notice to comply shall be issued to the owner. The notice to
comply shall include a statement of the deficiencies found, set forth the corrective
measures necessary for the owner to be in compliance with this chapter, provide a
compliance date by which such corrective measures must be completed and inform
the owner that failure to comply within the prescribed time may result in the
imposition of any penalty provided for in this chapter, including suspension and/or
registration of any and all permits or registrations. The notice to comply shall also
advise the owner of his or her right to an administrative review under the provisions
of this chapter.
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A written request for an administrative review, as specified in subsections B and C
of this section, above, must be made by the noticed person within 15 calendar days
of the compliance date set forth in the notice to comply or any extension thereof
later granted by the department. Failure to request an administrative review within
the prescribed time shall be deemed a waiver of the right to an administrative
review. The administrative review shall be held within 15 calendar days of the
receipt of a written request for a review. Upon written request of an owner or body
art technician or on its own motion, the department may advance or postpone the
scheduled administrative review date, if good cause warrants such action.

In the case of an administrative review, the department shall issue a written notice
of decision to the subject person within five working days of the administrative
review or waiver. In the event of suspension or revocation of any permit or
registration, the notice of decision shall specify the acts or omissions found to be
violations of this chapter and, in the case of a suspension, shall state the extent of a
suspension. The notice of decision shall also state the reasons the body art
technician's public health operator permit or an owner's public health facility permit
has been suspended or revoked and the terms upon which such permit may be
reinstated or reissued, if any.

Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, if any immediate danger to the
public health or safety is found or is reasonably suspected, unless the condition is
corrected forthwith, the department may immediately suspend any permit or
registration issued pursuant to this chapter, initiate a criminal complaint and/or
impose any fine permitted by this chapter, pending a determination of an
administrative review as provided herein. Immediate danger to the public health
and/or safety shall include any condition, based upon inspection findings or other
evidence, that can cause, or is reasonably suspected of causing, infection or
disease transmission, or any known or reasonably suspected hazardous condition.

1. Whenever a public health operator permit or public health facility permit issued
pursuant to this chapter is immediately suspended or a fine is imposed as the
result of an immediate danger to the public health or safety, the department
shall issue to the permittee so suspended or fined, a written notice to comply
setting forth the acts or omissions with which the permittee is charged,
specifying the sections of the Los Angeles County Code, California Health and
Safety Code, blood borne pathogen standard, or the exposure control plan of
the establishment at which body art activity is conducted, or the combination of
alleged violations, and informing the permittee of the right to an administrative
review.

2. At any time within 15 calendar days of service of such notice to comply, the
permittee affected may request, in writing, an administrative review by the
department to show cause why the imposed suspension or fine is
unwarranted. The administrative review shall be held within 15 calendar days
of the receipt of a request. A failure to request an administrative review within
15 calendar days shall be deemed a waiver of the right to such review.

3. Atany time prior to an administrative review or waiver thereof, the recipie